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MEDIA RELEASE 3 October 2014

Youth Detention Review

Following the events at Don Dale Youth Detention Centre on and around 21 August this
year, | confirmed that | would be undertaking an investigation into a number of concerns
about the management of detainees at the centre, including the use of tear gas and other
behaviour management practices.

Since those events | have met with the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, the
Honourable John Elferink, and informed him that having considered the material to hand, |
had now formed the view that a full Inquiry into youth detention policies and practices was
needed. | proposed to conduct this Inquiry under new powers included in the
Children’s Commissioner Act 2013 introduced by the Northern Territory Government late
last year.

| formed this view because of the number of serious matters that have been brought to my
attention, and the range and nature of issues that are involved.

Yesterday, the Minister announced that the Government would be conducting its own
‘review’ into youth detention. | remain of the view that a comprehensive independent
Inquiry into the operations of youth detention facilities in the NT is needed.

At this point, and consistent with my statutory role to ensure the wellbeing of vulnerable
children, | intend to continue with my previously-announced investigation into youth
detention.

Dr Howard Bath
NT Children’s Commissioner

For more information contact Adam Harwood on: 8999 6076.
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