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Mr Russell Goldflam

President

Criminal Lawyers Association of the Northern Territory
PO Box 969

ALICE SPRINGS NT 0871

Dear Mr Goldflam

RE: COMMENCEMENT OF THE JUSTICE LEGISLATION AMENDMENT
(SUMMARY PROCEDURE) ACT 2015

As you may know, the Justice Legislation Amendment (Summary Procedure) Act 2015
was passed in the Legislative Assembly in the June 2015 Sittings. | now advise that
the Act is anticipated to commence by notice in the Government Gazetfe on
21 September 2015.

The Justice Legislation Amendment (Summary Procedure) Act 2015 can be found on
the Department of the Chief Minister website at www.dcm.nt.gov.au under
Legislation/Register of Legislation.

The Act provides for the following key measures:

® new Preliminary Briefs of Evidence;

. a new Directions Hearing which will be overseen by a Magistrate. The purpose
of the Directions Hearing is set out in new section 60AH and is ‘to identify the
issues that are in dispute and the issues that are not in dispute ... [and] the steps
required to progress the matter’;

° new, limited defence disclosure requirements, requiring disclosure of alibi
evidence, expert evidence, notification of objections to evidence, and identifying
issues in dispute at the Directions Hearing;

° a new Sentence Indication Scheme; and

o amendments to the Sentencing Act to encourage early guilty pleas where
appropriate and encourage compliance with the case management procedures.




The amendments to the Justices Act will apply to information or complaints laid on or
after the date of commencement. New sections 5(2)(ha) and 123A of the
Sentencing Act will apply to offences committed on or after the date of
commencement, and new section 108A of that Act will apply to sentencing
submissions commenced on or after the date of commencement.

The Department of the Attorney-General and Justice will be presenting a
Continuing Professional Development Seminar through the Law Society Northern
Territory on 8 September 2015.

If you have any further questions in relation to the reforms, please do not hesitate to
contact Leonique Swart on (08) 8935 7666.

Yours sincerely
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Jenni Daniel-Yee
Acting Director
Legal Policy

7 September 2015




