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OUTLINE 

1. Facilities 

• ASYDC v DDYDC 

2. Location 

• Transfers 

3. Bail and Remand 

• Arrest as a first resort 

4. FASD 

• Misinterpretations of behaviour 

5. Where to from here? 



INTRODUCTION 

November 2017 

The Royal Commission into the Protection of Children in 
the Northern Territory delivered its final report in 
November 2017 making 227 recommendations.  

 

April 2018 

Five months later, the Northern Territory stated it 
“accepted in the intent and direction of all 
recommendations” and promised to invest $229.6 
million over the next five years.  

 



Don Dale Alice Springs 

15 10 

Alice Detainees – 7  

Central Australian youth in detention in the NT - 17 (68%) 



ASYDC & DDYDC 

ASYDC DDYDC 

10 males 

 

3 females 

 26 bed facility 

1 classroom (max 16 students) Multiple classrooms 

1 recreation room (also the dining 

area) with 2 picnic tables and a 

bench 

Multiple recreation spaces (pool 

table, playstation) 

1 outside area with a basketball net 

and 2 picnic tables 
Large outdoor space (horses) 

Few programs More programs 



PROGRAMS AT DDYDC 



PROGRAMS AT ASYDC 



COURT LODGEMENTS 

Darwin Alice Springs 

2016-2017 918 1051 

2017-2018 769 830 

2019- May 2019 682 1003 

Listings 2018-2019 

4699 7050 



June 2018 

ASYDC was evacuated due to an incident 

17 young people taken to Police Watch House overnight 

 

July 2018 

An official Visitor found ASYDC was at “crisis point” and  

advised the centre should be closed.  



CASE STUDY: AH 

• AH spent approximately 4.5 months in detention on 

remand before being sentenced 

• During this time, school in ASYDC was closed on 12 

school days due to understaffing by Territory Families.  

• When the school was open and the centre was 

overcapacity. AH had access to half days at school.  

• AH shared a room with 1 to 4 boys and regularly slept on 

a mattress on the floor.  



CONSEQUENCES OF OVERCROWDING 

• Young people regularly share rooms (i.e. room 

for 1 youth is used for 3, room for 2 youth is 

used for 5). 

• Less privacy – each room has 1 toilet 

• Less access to education 

• Capacity of school is 16 
 







CONSEQUENCES OF TRANSFERRING YOUTH 

FROM ASYDC TO DON DALE 

• Family can not visit the facility which causes loneliness and 

alienation 

• Key support services including social workers, youth outreach 

officers and other support services are unable to visit 

• Lawyers can not sit to discuss court matters and take 

instructions in person  

• Court: young person travels down the day of which causes fatigue 

and stress.  

• Tension between Darwin boys and Alice Springs boys 

• Development of robust post-release plans is difficult 



CASE STUDY: LM 

1st call 

He said, he was feeling bored and sad.  

I asked, can you yarn with them mob? 

He said, no because they are missng  their family too. 

 

2nd call 

He said, I still don’t know what my future looks like 

 



CASE STUDY: WH 

 WH had a hearing and was flown to Alice Springs on the 7am flight 

from Darwin. He was woken up before 5am to catch the flight. 

 

 He arrived at court just before 10am. His hearing took all day. He was 

required to give evidence. During his cross-examination, questions 

were put to him about what other witnesses had said in their 

evidence. He could not remember. It was put to him that one of the 

reasons he couldn’t remember was because he simply did not care to 

pay attention. Although this line of questioning did not affect the 

outcome of the matter, it affected the young person. It caused 

frustration and anger. 

 



CASE STUDY: CW 

• CW was transferred to Don Dale 

• He opposed the transfer. His family opposed the transfer. His  

• YOREO opposed the transfer. His lawyer was not 

• consulted. 

• CW was notified of the transfer the morning of his flight. His  

• family were not informed.  

• CW had never been on a plane or away from his family.   

• It was scary, I was holding the guards hands when the plane was 
lifting off.  

• 1 week after being transferred, a riot broke out in Don Dale  

• and CW, along with all other youth were taken to the Darwin watch 
house for 5 days.  

 



CASE STUDY AH 

- AH is a 15 year old on bail.  

- He has a curfew between 8pm and 7am.  

- Police attended AH’s residence for a bail check at 

11:30pm. No one was present at the residence.  

- 5 days later, Police attended AH’s home at 7:30am and 

arrested  him for breaching his bail 5 days earlier.  

- He spent approximately 9-10 hours in the watch house 

before being granted bail by the on-call Judge.  



CASE STUDY KM 

- KM is a 12 year old on bail.  

- He has a curfew between 7pm and 7am.  

- One Friday evening, he attended a school holiday 

program at a local youth centre  

- He was arrested whilst playing basketball  at 7:40pm 

for breaching his curfew 

- He was taken to the watch house and was granted 

bail by the on-call Judge the next afternoon.   



4. FASD 

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorder is colloquially known as 

FASD.  

 

Definition: 

 A severe neurodevelopmental impairment that results from 

brain damage caused by alcohol exposure before birth. 









CASE STUDY - KM 

- KM is a 13 years old on remand at ASYDC. He has been diagnosed 

with FASD. He has difficulty with memory and requires 

information be repeated regularly in multiple different ways. 

- KM’s matter was adjourned. I explained everything to him, many 

times, in many different ways. But KM forgot. A few days later, at 

ASYDC he asked an officer what happened and when he was 

going home. They didn’t know. He got upset and jumped onto the 

roof. A code white was called – “attempted escape.”  

- KM got off the roof after he was told I was there to speak with him 

and answer his questions. 



ASSESSMENTS 

Who can I refer to? 

 

Alice Springs: 

- Congress multidisciplinary team 

 

Darwin 

- Patches (WA based)  



WHERE TO FROM HERE? 

 What can practitioners (legal and social) 

do to address some of the limitations of 

the current system? 
 

 1. Be creative  

 2. Be collaborative  

 
 




